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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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Housekeepors '  Chat 


'■i'horsday,  July  31;"  1930 


NOT  IGR  FUBLICATIOIT 


Subject:     "The  Eall  51  our  &arden.  " 


Bulletins  availabje:  "G-rowing  Annual  Flowering  Plants 
Perennials,"  and  "Insect  Enemies  of  the  P^-Ower  Garden* 
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'^What  a  wonderful  world  this  would  he  if  there  werenH    any  insects 
to  hofeher  our  crops,"  remarked  W.R.B.,   the  other  morning.    I  found  the 
G-axden  Advisor  dusting  a  row  of  nasturtii:ims  in  this  flower  garden.  The 
nasturti-ums,  he  said,  had  "become  infested  wi.th  a  little  "black  plant  louse 
that  is  especially  trouhlssome  at  this  time  of  the  year,  on  masturtiTEis, 
chrysanthemms,  and  several  other  of  the  garden  plants. 

V  W.R.i5,  was  5ipplying  what  he  called  2  per  cent    nicotine  dust.  "I 

gave  up  growing  nasturtii:ims  a  few  years  0^0:^"  he  explained,  "on  account  of 
these  misBrahle  insects,  "but  recently  I  have  found  that  I  can  control  them 
with  the  nicotine  dust,  provided  I  "begin  in  time,  and  "before  the  damage 
is  really  done." 

The  dusting  finished,  W.R.3.  returned  his  can  of  nicotine  dust  and 
cheesecloth  dust  hag  to  a  shelf  in  his  gai^e,  and  a  moment  later,  we  were 
seated  on  the  wheelharrow,  discussing  the  essentials  of  an  attractive  fall 
flower  garden.    Prom  where  were  sitting  we  conoid  see  the  herders  of 
petunias,  street  alyssuoa,  scarlet  sage,  h«^dy  phlox,  verhenas,  and  snap 
dragons  v/hich  made  a  riot  of  color  and  fragrance.    In  the  hackground  were 
cannas,  zinnias,  cosmos,  dahlii^s  and  old  fashioned  hollyhocks. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  no  more  flowers  wore  needed  in&is  garden,  hut 
W.R.B.  said  he  intended  to  plant  a  lot  of  things  for  late  hlooming,  and 
some  that  would  go  f  ro-agh  the  winter  and  hloom  next  spring. 

I  wanted  to  know  more  about  flowers  that  could  be  grown  late  in  the 
season,  flowers  that  are  suitable  for  c^j.tting,  and  for  decorating  the  house. 
The  garden  adivser  reconriended'astcr,.  sns.p  dragons,  cosmos,  marigolds,  nastui;-. 
tiums,  gladiolus,  dahlias,  and  roses.    Several  of  these  can  be  grown  from 
seed  sown  late  in  the  season,  while  others  require  earlier  planting,  but  it  is 
a  good  idea  to  have  thcLi  in  mind  for  next  year.     The  old-fashioned  straw- 
flower  or  everlasting    flcv/cr  is  very  pretty  in  the  fall  garden,    if  you  cut 
the  flowers  before  they  are  fully  opened,  and  dry  them  carefully  in  the 
house,  they  will  last  throughout  the  winter. 

A  friend  of  mine  has  made  auite  a  success  of  growing  everlasting 
flowers.    She  makes  them  into  anall  bunches  and  sells  than  to  the  florists. 
They  are  used  in  making  formal  designs  and  for  miniature  flower  baskets. 
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Cosmos  is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  show  of  the  fall 
"blooming  flowers.    The  easiest  way  to  grow  cosmos  is  to  sow  t|ie  seeds 
where  you  want  the  plants  to  stand,  then  thin  them  so  that  each  plant 
will  have  ahout  k  Square  feet  of  groiond  space  for  its  development,  that 
i?,  the  plants  should  stand  ahout  2  feet  apart,  in  eac|i  direction  • 

Dahlias  are  especially  attractive  for  their  outdoor  effect,  and 
they  are  also  used  quite  extensively  £or  inside  decoration,  especially 
for  large  "bouquets  and  "baskets. 

Nasturtiia^ii?  are  pretty,  and  easy  to  grow,  except  for  the  control 
of  the  plant  louse  that  I  have  mentioned,  and  _it  can  "be  controlled  "by 
dusting  with  the  nicotine  dust. 

Chrysanthemums  are  one  of  our  fiiest  late:  fall  hlooming  flowers, 
and  while  it  is  too  late  to  plant  chrysanthem-ums  now  for  this  season^ s 
iDlooming,  arrangements  should  he  made  to  get  the  plants  from  someone 
who  has  them  to  spare  late  next  fall,  or  in  the  early  spring,  and  have 
them  growing  in  your  garden  another  year. 

If  there  are  any  hare  spots  in  your  flower  horders,  now  is  the 
time  to  put  in  a  few  seeds  of  nasturtiums,  petunias,  or  ..-some  other  quick 
grOMdng  flower  to  fill  up  the  spaces. 

It  will  soon  he  time  to  plant  pansy  seed  for  fell  and  early 
spring  hlooming.     Select  a  protected  corner,  or  a  section  of  the  coldframe, 
sift  some  well  prepared  loamy  soil  into  the  space,  sow  the  psinsy  seed 
rather  ,thinly,  scatter  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch    of  loose  sifted  soil 
over  it,  sprinkle  the  hed  with  water,   and  partially  shade  it  until  the 
plants  get  well  started.     Of  course,  the  seed  hed  must  not  dry  out,  hut 
on  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  want  to  he  kept  too  wet. 

Seed  of  the  old« fashioned  hollyhocks  may  still  he  sown  to  make 
plants  for  next  year's  hlocming,  however,  it  is  a  little  late  for  starting 
hollyhocks  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country. 

'^at  do  you  do  to  make  your  roses  hloom  so  nicely?"    I  asked  the 
G-arden  Adviser. 

"Pnine  them,  fertilize  thon,  cultivate  them,  and  water  them,"  he 
replied, 

"First  of  all,  I  give  them  a  good  pruning  after  each  crop  of  hlossoms, 
then  you  will  note  that  they  are  heavily  uralchod  with  compost.    Early  in  the 
season,  I  gave  them  a  top  dressing  of  hone  meal.     I  keep  them  free  from  weeds 
and  water  them  ah  out  once  a  week,  and  witliin  a  day  or  tv;o  after  watering 
them,  I  take  the  hoe  or  roke  and  gently  loosen  the  surface  soil  ahout  them.  ^ 

"A  lady  asked  me  the  other  dfi^%"  he  continued,  "Ahout  Radiance 
roses  if  they  are  a  good  kind  to  plant,  and  I  told  her  that  in  sections 
where  they  do  not  winterkill,  they  are  one  of  the  finest  roses  that  can 
he  grown,  hoth  the  piiik  or  true  Radiance,  and  the  red  Radiance,  I  think," 
he  co.jitiaued,  "that  they  qTq  the  most  satisfactory  of  all  the  varieties  of 
perpetual  hlooming  roses  that  I  have  in  my  garden,  lly  roses  are  among  the 
f:rc.t  flowers  in  my  garden  to  hloom  in.  the  spring  and  the  last  in  the  fall. 
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and  if  I  had  my  choice  of  but  one  kind  of  flower  to  grow  in  my  garden,  that 
choice  would  "be  roses." 

"What  is  that  tall  pink  and  white  flower  on  the  other  side  of  the 
rose  "bed?"    I  asked  W.H.B. 

"That,"  he  said,  "is  hardy  phlox  and  one  of  the  most  satisfactory 
flowers  that  you  can  plant  in  a  "border.    You  can  get  so  many  varieties  of 
it  and  in  a  wide  range  of  colors.     It  is  hardy  and  will  remain  in  the 
ground  farom  one  year  to  another.    The  main  point  is  to  keep  it  free  from 
weeds,  fairly  well  fertilized,  and  as  fast  as  it  "blossoms  to  cut  off  the 
old  flowers  or  seed  pods  so  that  it  will  not  ripen  seeds.    By  this  method 
the  plants  will  go  right  on  "blooming  almost  throughout  the  season.     The  "best 
"nay  to  get  a  start  is  to  "bi^y  the  hardy  phlox  plants  early  in  the  spring,  and 
set  them  where  they  are  to  remain  permanently.    It  is  a  good  plan  to  spade 
the  ground  where  the^flox  are  to  "be  planted  quite  deeply,  and  work  plenty  of 
compost  and  "bone  meal  into  the  soil. 

''I  plan  to  increase  my  collection  of  hardy  pflox  and  to  plant  them  in 
a  mixed  "border  with  such  hardy  perennials  as  foxglove,  del phini  1:1m,  canter- 
"bury  "bells,  and  a'bout  half  a  dozen  more  of  the  flowers  that  can  he  depended 
upon  in  this  part  of  jbho  country.    First,  I  am  going  to  dig  up  the  space 
and  work  plenty  of  compost  and  "bone  meal  into  the  soil  to  a  depth  of  12  or  ik 
inches.     That  will  "be  the  foundation  for  my  permanent  loeronnial  flower  "bordei; 
The  work  of  preparing  the  soil  will  "be  done  this  fall  and  a  few  of  the  plants 
moved  into  it.    Next  spring,  I  will  complete  the  planting  of  the  "border,  and 
"by  this  time  next  year  I  hope  to  have  something  really  worth  while  to  show 
you.  " 

i  wish  that  you  co^jld  see  W.R.B.  's  flov;er  garden  from  where  we  sat 
on  the- wheelharrow  as  we  talked.    It  isn't  one  of  V:-Of=e  formal  fancy 
gardens,  hut  just  a  channing,  old-fashioned  flower  garden  that  everyhod^" 
adniires.    I  am  sure  that  all  of  us  have  learned  something  fran  what  he 
has  told  us  today  ahout  the  fall  flower  garden.    If  you  are  interested 
in  fall  flowers,  I  suggest  that  you  send  for  three  "bulletins:  "Growing 
Annual  Flowering  Plants,"    "Herhaceous  Perennials,"  and  "Insect  Enemies 
of  the  Flower  Garden,  .j" 

Tomorrow:     "A^Peck  of  Pickled  Peppers." 
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